Barnsdale Lodge Hotel have been applying for over 3 years
to achieve planning approval for 17 seff-contained two and
three bedroom Eco Lodges to be built on their site, adjacent
to the hotel in Rutland. Finally, permission has been granted
and owner Thomas Noel and Managing Director Ed Burrows
are over the moon.

“We are thrilled at the prospect of being able to build luxury
accommodation that is both aesthetically and ecologically
pleasing,” says Ed. He added: “There is a distinct shortage of
quality self-catering properties in the area, and with Barnsdale
Lodge being located in an area of outstanding natural beauty,
it seemed completely wrong to go for the original plans for
a caravan site. Having the opportunity to build these stunning
eco lodges will be quite a challenge but also very exciting.”
The location also gives easy access to the many cycle ways and
walks open to visitors, so makes it an ideal place to stay, relax
and appreciate nature.

The site has a natural ‘hills and hollows'" landscape and the
build plans will use the contours to their advantage to ensure
that each lodge has privacy, blends in with the surrounding
architecture and looks attractive and natural. The proposed
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lodges will take ‘Eco” to the highest level; the heat will be
sourced from the ground; the rain water re-cycled; all waste will
be purified using a natural process; there will be solar power;
sun tunnels; and the roof will actually be part of the landscape
by using a Sedum Green Roof System - this is where the roof
has a lawn, therefore aiding insulation, reducing storm water
run-off as well as providing an ecological habitat.

As illustrated on the site plan, the lodges will be well-spaced
and positioned in a horseshoe shape with a pond as well as
lots of planting of flora indigenous to the region. There is a
large area of grassland as you enter the site, which has been
designated a ‘nature reserve’, where rare grasses grow, and
rare breeds of sheep will be kept. The team at Barnsdale Lodge
will undergo a special management programme to ensure the
long term preservation of the habitat.

The plans are adventurous and will set a platform for future
local development. Ed is keen to get this project right and to
enhance the area and put something back, so every decision
is made with the utmost consideration for nature.

If you would like to find out more about this development you
can email ejburrows@barnsdalelodge.co.uk.
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